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the direction of toleration were made. The Highlands were
pacified and good order maintained throughout Scotland.1
Scottish members sat in the British Parliament and Scot-
land secured Free Trade with England, and her prosperity
was, as a consequence, greatly developed.
Then came the Restoration.    One result of it was that
Scotland Scotland lost her Free Trade with England, though she
a- recovered her independence.  Another was that the supreme
tio11 authority of the King was restored.    And along with his
supremacy in political affairs Charles desired to have supre-
o- macy in ecclesiastical matters. So he restored Episcopacy
in Scotland and determined to maintain it at all costs. The
(1661"62) Presbyterians, who had had things their own way from
1638 to 1651, still pressed for the execution of the provisions
of the Solemn League and Covenant (see p. 455). But the
King in his zeal for Episcopacy was as extreme and intolerant
as were they in their claims for Presbyterianism. All existing
holders of livings had to be reinstituted by bishops and had
to renounce the Covenants. Many ministers, especially in
the South-west, refused, and they were, in consequence,
*' outed " from their charges, and their places were taken
by others, often by uneducated and vicious men. People
who refused to go to church were fined, and laws of ever
increasing severity were passed against persons attending
" Conventicles ", as religious meetings held outside church
were called. There was a good deal of persecution, parti-
cularly after a Covenanting rising (the Pentland Rising)
in 1666. Lauderdale, who became Royal Commissioner
1667, did attempt reconciliation, but there was little
response, and the Covenanters began to hold their meetings
in lonely and inaccessible moorlands. Consequently Govern-
ment efforts to put them dpwn increased in ferocity, dragoons
being employed to hunt Covenanters, often with ruthless
injustice, and in 1678 a horde of 8000 Highlanders was
1 " A man may ride over all Scotland *\ said a contemporary, " with a switch
in his hand and a hundred pounds in his pocket, which he could not have done
these five hundred years."